160    The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

plained in our earlier remarks, The problem
of the Philosophy of the Unconditioned; as
sketched by Plato and generally adopted by
subsequent philosophers, is, as we have seen,
to ascend up to the first principle of all
things, and thence to deduce, as from their
cause, all dependent and derived existences.
The Unconditioned, as the one first principle,
must necessarily contain in itself, potentially
or actually, all that is derived from it, and
thus must comprehend, in embryo or in
development, the sum of all existence. To
reconcile this conclusion with the phenomenal
existence of evil and imperfection, is the
difficulty with which philosophy has had to
struggle ever since philosophy began. The
Manichean, by referring evil to an inde-
pendent cause, denies the existence of an
absolute first principle at all; the Leib